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A LIB'IRAL I3DUCATI01T. 

"All Knowledge lor all men”, 

Coidenlus 


'*Booics,we know. 

Are a substantial world tboth pure ^ goodi 

Hound whicbiwltn tendrils strong as flesh & blood *t 
Oar pastime & our happiness ^^^ill grow.^' 






Preface. 


It would 30eift a far cry from ’’Undine” to ”a liberal education” , 
but there is a point 04, contact between the two% a soul awoice 


within a sea-maiden at the touch 01 lovejso^ I hav'e to tell 01 the 
awalcening of a ’general soul’ at the touch oi /nowied:e, 
years ago the *soui’ ox a class of forty children in a viila^ce 
school awor-e simultaneously at this maRic touch Sf has remained 
awa^e, ITe know that religion can awaken souls, that lo^e maKes a 
new man, that the call ox a vocation may do It, & in the age| of 
the Benaissfnce men’s souls, the general soul ,awoice to Knowledge 1 
bat this appeal rarely reaches the modern soul* & notwithstanding 
the pleasantness attending lessons ^ marks in ail our schools , I 
believe the ardour for Knowledge in the children 01 this mlnincr 
viilaRe Is a phenomenon that indicates new possibilities. It may 
be tha.t the souls of all children are waiting for the call of 
knowledge to awaicen them to delightful living. 

This is how Mrs Petrie thft 1 who has been the happy instigator 






!io dou^t ehlidren are ?er/ well tau-ht & 
wBTj happy in their lessons as things are, & this was especially true 
01 the school In qaestion» yet both teachers % children iind an 
irriineastireable difference between the casual interest aroused by 
marics, pleasing lessons ft other school devices t the sort oi 
steady avidity for knowledge that comes with the awa^cened soul. 

The children have converted the school Inspectorsi '’tnd the ^nsUshJ" 
said one of these in astonishment as he listened to their loni^, 
-raphic pdraiaatio relations of what they had heard* 

watched the experiment with sln':aiar care^ 

!n the course of a quarter oi a centurv we Ciaculdin^ many 
i el low workers ) have naa thousands of children in our school s^ | home 
othe]^ I wording on the lines of Dean (Joist’s prayer lor St Raul’s 
School*- 'ray for the chllaren to prosper in good liic ^ ;;ood 
literature,'* and practically all of them ^-row u|^ with such ptinciplss 
S pursuits as ma*^e for happy ?= aseiul 


T am following 


an unusual co 


examination work of a scor 


V to exhl 



in publlshin<""bp0Cimen3 of th-a^ 
wo 01 children ®ut it is noy possiole 
results p/ the theory pra'ctlce I 


aps ’edqcation’ v'ould rain in value li it ^ere not 


in any other wa 
aavocate. Ferh 

the --eneral cu:e tom to /conduct sthool ^fark is, 

parents the pubii^are An the dark/ with only sucn itnc^ledge oi 
what Is being c on eyas Is to be oVt/ined from the Published 

b/ examlnln:' 


res. 


I should llKc to add that we have no axe ^ 
to good is our sole object; St 'h ^hai 1 Unsui'TGe 

n to_JJi44i,-w>iTttte^hwr-eas44^ jjdaartr-arwn to*^e 

inethods, r:a/ be^ labU ArC any school* 

, ;Vhe chapters, (^"’Knowledge, the: ^asls 

.^treD'^hl"^have appeared ^-as series of lAtters ^ the 

The matter i ntier the Reading oK **k liberal Education An PrActlce 
is cotitribuirt^ by .hfidren in th- Tir^ntsl »lnioa SchooU , 
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I should lUe to add that we na?e no *axe’ to -rind -The 
public good 13 our sole object the nethods proposed are 

available in any achool. 


Strength'* ^ those on'*A lloerai ^ucrtlon Xor AiT' ha appeared 
as series or letters in the Educational iluppie .*ent Oi the 
TiiflBS to the ‘editor of whicn peri odd la T am iiiach Indebtea 
for his courtesy 

Other chapters were ori^ilnally delivered as addresses at 
Conferences of the Parents’ Union durin., the pears in ^ntch 
I have urr^d this unusaai metnoa of education Xrooi a nurouer of 
dllferent standpoints. 

I nave to beg tne patience of the read who is astceh to approach 
the one terminus by various avenues on the ground that each pal 
path present tne end from a new point of view . 
erhaps it Is not possible to set forth tnis 'philosophy of 
education' without such an all round examination even at the 
rlSK. of sotn*t Tepititlqn. 


proba^ily the last preface I shall be called upon to ,.rite 
without a very grateful recognition of the enlightened of 
the friends who are wording with me in what seems to us a 
.<reat causes 

The Parents’ National Ildacatioiiai Union has fulfilled its 
mlsaion as aeclaered in its lirts prospectus nouly - .^onerous- 
ly. The Union e/*lsts lor tne ^aneiltj^ of parents .?r teachers 
ox all clasps i or tne last three or oiur years It has unaat 
taxen tne labour exp ease of an ener :etic propaganda on 

behalf of Elementary schools. 

Uiss E*A. Parish is indefailgaule . e-ceedln.^ ly successial in 
a wotK she has greatly at heart. -the spread ox 
U. principles among the teacQBssof Elementary ssohools. 


The chapters on ** knowledge the Uasls of National 


T am unvJilllng to close what is 




